T-cell inducers of suppressor lymphocytes control liver-directed autoreactivity.
The sensitisation of helper T cells of patients with autoimmune chronic active hepatitis to a liver-cell membrane-expressed asialoglycoprotein receptor protein is shown to be associated with a defect of T cells that specifically induce suppressor lymphocytes. These lymphocytes are found in an activated state in the peripheral blood of healthy people and may form part of an immunoregulatory network which actively prevents autoimmunity.